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                 April 7, 2010

Dear Fellow Stockholder:

You are cordially invited to attend the annual stockholders’ meeting of Heartland Financial USA, Inc. to be held at the
Grand River Center, 500 Bell Street, Dubuque, Iowa, on Wednesday, May 19, 2010, at 6:00 p.m. The accompanying
notice of the annual meeting of stockholders and proxy statement discuss the business to be conducted at the meeting.
A copy of our 2009 Annual Report to Stockholders is also enclosed. At the meeting, we will report on operations and
the outlook for the year ahead.

At the meeting, you will be asked to approve a number of matters we are proposing.  Our Compensation/Nominating
Committee has nominated three persons to serve as Class II directors and the Board of Directors recommends that you
vote your shares for each of the director nominees. Our Audit/Corporate Governance Committee has selected, and we
recommend that you ratify the selection of KPMG LLP to continue as our independent registered public accounting
firm for the year ending December 31, 2010. Finally, we are asking for your approval, in a nonbinding vote, of the
compensation to our executive officers as outlined in the attached proxy statement.

We encourage you to attend our annual meeting in person and enjoy fellowship with other stockholders at the
reception following our meeting. Whether or not you plan to attend, however, please complete, sign and date the
enclosed proxy and return it in the accompanying postage-paid return envelope as promptly as possible. This will
ensure that your shares are represented at the meeting.

         I look forward with pleasure to seeing you and visiting with you at the meeting.

                 Very best personal wishes,

                                       /s/ Lynn. B. Fuller

                 Lynn B. Fuller
                 Chairman of the Board

1398 Central Avenue · Dubuque, Iowa 52001 · (563) 589-2100
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We especially ask you to join the directors and other fellow stockholders for cocktails and hors
d’oeuvres at a reception following the meeting. In order to comfortably accommodate all
stockholders, we ask that you please return the enclosed reservation card. Doing so will allow
us to have a nametag prepared for each attendee. This reception will be held at our corporate
headquarters located in the main bank building of Dubuque Bank and Trust Company, 1398
Central Avenue, Dubuque, Iowa, beginning at approximately 7:00 p.m. You need not attend
the annual meeting in order to attend the reception.
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS
TO BE HELD MAY 19, 2010

TO THE STOCKHOLDERS:

The annual meeting of stockholders of HEARTLAND FINANCIAL USA, INC. will be held at the Grand River
Center, 500 Bell Street, Dubuque, Iowa, on Wednesday, May 19, 2010, at 6:00 p.m., for the purpose of considering
and voting upon the following matters:

1.  to elect three Class II directors;
2.  to ratify the appointment of KPMG LLP as our independent registered public accounting firm for the fiscal year

ending December 31, 2010;
3.  to approve a non-binding, advisory proposal on compensation to executive officers; and

4.  to transact such other business as may properly be brought before the meeting or any adjournments or
postponements of the meeting.

The Board of Directors is not aware of any other business to come before the meeting. Stockholders of record at the
close of business on March 22, 2010, are the stockholders entitled to vote at the meeting and any adjournments or
postponements of the meeting. Whether or not you plan to attend the meeting, please vote your shares promptly to
ensure they are represented at the meeting. In the event there are an insufficient number of votes for a quorum or to
approve or ratify any of the foregoing proposals at the time of the annual meeting, the meeting may be adjourned or
postponed in order to permit further solicitation of proxies.

                By order of the Board of Directors

                                       /s/ Lois. K. Pearce

                Lois K. Pearce
                Secretary
Dubuque, Iowa
April 7, 2010

Important: The prompt return of proxies will save us the expense of further requests for proxies to ensure a quorum at
the meeting. A self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your convenience. No postage is required if mailed within the
United States.
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Important Notice Regarding the Availability of Proxy Materials for the Stockholder Meeting to be Held on May 19,
2010:  The Proxy Statement and Annual Report to Stockholders are available at  www.htlf.com.
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PROXY STATEMENT

This proxy statement is furnished in connection with the solicitation by the Board of Directors of Heartland Financial
USA, Inc. of proxies to be voted at the annual meeting of stockholders to be held at the Grand River Center located at
500 Bell Street, Dubuque, Iowa, on Wednesday, May 19, 2010, at 6:00 p.m. local time, or at any adjournments or
postponements of the meeting. We first mailed this proxy statement and proxy card on or about April 7, 2010.

Heartland Financial USA, Inc., a Delaware corporation, is a diversified financial services holding company
headquartered in Dubuque, Iowa. We offer full-service community banking through ten bank subsidiaries with a total
of 61 banking locations in Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin, New Mexico, Arizona, Montana, Colorado and Minnesota. In
addition, we have a subsidiary in the consumer finance business. Our primary strategy is to increase profitability and
diversify our market area and asset base by expanding existing subsidiaries through acquisitions.

Please read this proxy statement carefully. You should consider the information contained in this proxy statement
when deciding how to vote your shares at the annual meeting. The following information regarding the meeting and
the voting process is presented in a question and answer format.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE ANNUAL MEETING AND VOTING

Why am I receiving this proxy statement and proxy card?

You are receiving a proxy statement and proxy card from us because on March 22, 2010, you owned shares of our
common stock. This proxy statement describes the matters that will be presented for consideration by the stockholders
at the annual meeting. It also gives you information concerning the matters to be voted upon to assist you in making
an informed decision.

When you sign the enclosed proxy card, you appoint the proxy holder designated on the proxy card as your
representative at the meeting. The proxy holder will vote your shares as you have instructed in the proxy card: this
will ensure that your shares will be voted whether or not you attend the meeting. Even if you plan to attend the
meeting, you should complete, sign and return your proxy card in advance of the meeting just in case your plans
change.

If you have signed and returned the proxy card and an issue comes up for a vote at the meeting that is not identified on
the form, the proxy holder will vote your shares, pursuant to your proxy, in accordance with his or her judgment.

What matters will be voted on at the meeting?

You are being asked to vote on three matters proposed by our Board of Directors:  to elect three Class II directors of
Heartland for a term expiring in 2013; to ratify the selection of KPMG LLP to continue as our independent registered
public accounting firm for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2010; and to approve, by a non-binding advisory vote,
the compensation to our executive officers as described in this proxy statement. Our Board of Directors recommends
that you vote FOR each of these proposals. These matters are more fully described in this proxy statement. We are not
aware of any other matters that will be voted on at the annual meeting. However, if any other business properly comes
before the meeting, the persons named as proxies for shareholders will vote on these matters in a manner they
consider appropriate.

How do I vote?
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You may vote either by mail or in person at the meeting. To vote by mail, complete and sign the enclosed proxy card
and mail it in the enclosed pre-addressed envelope. No postage is required if mailed in the United States. If you mark
your proxy card to indicate how you want your shares voted, your shares will be voted as you instruct.

If you sign and return your proxy card but do not mark the form to provide voting instructions, the shares represented
by your proxy card will be voted “for” all nominees named in this proxy statement, “for” the ratification of our
independent registered public accounting firm and “for” the approval of Heartland executives’ compensation as described
in the Compensation Discussion and Analysis.

If you want to vote in person, please come to the meeting. Please note, however, that if your shares are held in the
name of your broker (or in what is usually referred to as “street name”), you will need to arrange to obtain a separate
proxy from your broker in order to vote in person at the meeting.

What does it mean if I receive more than one proxy card?

It means that you have multiple holdings reflected in our stock transfer records and/or in accounts with brokers. Please
sign and return ALL proxy cards to ensure that all your shares are voted.

If I hold shares in the name of a broker, who votes my shares?

If you received this proxy statement from your broker, your broker should have given you instructions for directing
how your broker should vote your shares. It will then be your broker’s responsibility to vote your shares for you in the
manner you direct.

Under the rules of various national and regional securities exchanges, brokers may generally vote in their discretion
on behalf of their customers on routine matters, such as the ratification of KPMG LLP as our independent registered
public accounting firm and the non-binding advisory vote to approve the compensation of our executives, but cannot
vote on non-routine matters, such as the election of directors, unless they have received voting instructions from the
person for whom they are holding shares. If your broker does not receive instructions from you on how to vote
particular shares on matters on which your broker does not have discretionary authority to vote, your broker will
return the proxy form to us, indicating that he or she does not have the authority to vote on these matters. This is
generally referred to as a “broker non-vote” and will affect the outcome of the voting as described below under “How
many votes are needed for approval of each proposal?” Therefore, we encourage you to provide directions to your
broker as to how you want your shares voted on all matters to be brought before the meeting. You should do this by
carefully following the instructions your broker gives you concerning its procedures. This ensures that your shares
will be voted at the meeting.

What if I change my mind after I return my proxy?

If you hold your shares in your own name, you may revoke your proxy and change your vote at any time before the
polls close at the meeting. You may do this by:

• signing another proxy with a later date and returning that proxy to Ms. Lois K. Pearce, Secretary, Heartland
Financial USA, Inc., 1398 Central Avenue, Dubuque, Iowa 52001;

• sending notice to us that you are revoking your proxy; or
• voting in person at the meeting.

If you hold your shares in the name of your broker and desire to revoke your proxy, you will need to contact your
broker to revoke your proxy.
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How many votes do we need to hold the annual meeting?

A majority of the shares that are outstanding and entitled to vote as of the record date must be present in person or by
proxy at the meeting in order to hold the meeting and conduct business.

Shares are counted as present at the meeting if the stockholder either:

• is present and votes in person at the meeting;
• has properly submitted a signed proxy card or other proxy.

On March 22, 2010, there were 16,357,874 shares of common stock issued and outstanding. Therefore, at least
8,178,938 shares need to be present at the annual meeting in order to hold the meeting and conduct business.

What happens if a nominee is unable to stand for election?

The Board may, by resolution, provide for a lesser number of directors or designate a substitute nominee. In the latter
case, shares represented by proxies may be voted for a substitute nominee. You cannot vote for more than three
nominees. The Board has no reason to believe any nominee will be unable to stand for election.

What options do I have in voting on each of the proposals?

You may vote “for” or “withhold authority to vote for” each nominee for director. You may vote “for,” “against” or “abstain” on
any other proposal that may properly be brought before the meeting.

How many votes may I cast?

Generally, you are entitled to cast one vote for each share of stock you owned on the record date.

How many votes are needed for each proposal?

The directors are elected by a plurality and the three individuals receiving the highest number of votes cast “for” their
election will be elected as directors of Heartland. The ratification of the appointment of our independent registered
public accounting firm requires the affirmative vote of a majority of the shares present in person or by proxy at the
meeting and entitled to vote.

The vote on our executive compensation is advisory and will not be binding upon Heartland or the Board of Directors.
However, the Compensation/Nominating Committee of the Board will consider the extent of approval in establishing
our compensation plan for subsequent years.

Broker non-votes will not be counted as entitled to vote, but will count for purposes of determining whether or not a
quorum is present on the matter. So long as a quorum is present, broker non-votes will have no effect on the outcome
of the matters to be taken up at the meeting.

Where do I find the voting results of the meeting?

We will announce preliminary voting results at the meeting. The voting results will also be disclosed in a Current
Report on Form 8-K that we will file with the SEC by the fourth business day after the meeting (May 25, 2010).

Who bears the cost of soliciting proxies?
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We will bear the cost of soliciting proxies. In addition to solicitations by mail, officers, directors and employees of
Heartland or its subsidiaries may solicit proxies in person or by telephone. These persons will not receive any special
or additional compensation for soliciting proxies. We may reimburse brokerage houses and other custodians,
nominees and fiduciaries for their reasonable out-of-pocket expenses for forwarding proxy and solicitation materials
to stockholders.
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PROPOSAL 1—ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

At the annual meeting to be held on May 19, 2010, you will be entitled to vote for three Class II directors for terms
expiring in 2013. The Board of Directors is divided into three classes of directors having staggered terms of three
years. All three of the nominees for election as Class II directors are incumbent directors. We have no knowledge that
any of the nominees will refuse or be unable to serve, but if any of the nominees become unavailable for election, the
holders of proxies reserve the right to substitute another person of their choice as a nominee when voting at the
meeting.

Set forth below is information concerning the nominees for election and for the other directors whose terms of office
will continue after the meeting, including the age, year first elected a director and business experience of each during
the previous five years. The nominees for Class II directors, if elected at the annual meeting, will serve for a
three-year term expiring in 2013. The Board of Directors recommends that you vote your shares FOR each of the
nominees.

NOMINEES
Name (Age) Director Since Principal Occupation and Business Experience

CLASS II (Term Expires 2010)
Mark C. Falb
(Age 62)

1995 Vice Chairman of the Board of Heartland since 2001;
Chairman of the Board (since 2001) and Director
(since 1984) of Dubuque Bank and Trust; Director of
Citizens Finance since 1997; Chairman of the Board
and Chief Executive Officer of Westmark
Enterprises, Inc. and Kendall/Hunt Publishing
Company since 1993.

John K. Schmidt
(Age 50)

2001 Executive Vice President (since 1991), Chief
Operating Officer (since 2004) and Chief Financial
Officer (since 1991) of Heartland; Director (since
1999), Vice Chairman of the Board (since 2004),
President and Chief Executive Officer (1999-2004)
of Dubuque Bank and Trust; Director and Vice
Chairman of the Board of Galena State Bank and
Riverside Community Bank since 2004; Director and
Vice Chairman of the Board (2004-2007) of First
Community Bank; Director (since 2003) and
Treasurer (since 1994) of Citizens Finance.

James R. Hill
(Age 58)

2007 President of Hill Companies, LLC since 2006;
Director and Chairman of the Board of Summit Bank
& Trust since 2006.

CONTINUING DIRECTORS
Name (Age) Director Since Principal Occupation and Business Experience

CLASS III (Term Expires 2011)
James F. Conlan
(Age 46)

2000 Director of Dubuque Bank and Trust since 1999;
Director of Citizens Finance since 2001; Partner
(since 1996) and Member of Executive Committee
(since 2005) of Sidley Austin LLP; Vice Chairman
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(2000-2006) and Co-Chairman of the Firm-wide
Corporate Reorganization Practice (since 2006) of
Sidley Austin LLP. Mr. Conlan’s spouse is Mr. Fuller’s
sister.

Thomas L.
Flynn
(Age 54)

2002 Vice Chairman of the Board of Heartland since 2005;
Director (since 2000) and Vice Chairman of the
Board (since 2006) of Dubuque Bank and Trust;
Director of Citizens Finance since 2002; President
and Chief Executive Officer (since 1999) and Chief
Financial Officer (since 1977) of Flynn Ready-Mix
Concrete Co.

CLASS I (Term Expires 2012)
Lynn B. Fuller
(Age 60)

1987 Chairman of the Board (since 2000), President (since
1990) and Chief Executive Officer (since 1999) of
Heartland; Director (since 1984) and Vice Chairman
of the Board (since 2000) of Dubuque Bank and
Trust; Director (1992-2004) and Vice Chairman of
the Board (2001-2004) of Galena State Bank;
Director (1994-2004) and Vice Chairman of the
Board (2001-2004) of First Community Bank;
Director (1995-2004) and Vice Chairman of the
Board (2001-2004) of Riverside Community Bank;
Director (since 1997) and Vice Chairman of the
Board (since 2001) of Wisconsin Community Bank;
Director (since 1998) and Vice Chairman of the
Board (since 2001) of New Mexico Bank & Trust;
Director and Vice Chairman of the Board of Arizona
Bank & Trust since 2003; Director and Vice
Chairman of the Board of Rocky Mountain Bank
since 2004; Director and Vice Chairman of the Board
of Summit Bank & Trust since 2006; Director and
Vice Chairman of the Board of Minnesota Bank &
Trust since 2008; Director, Chairman of the Board
and President of Citizens Finance since 1994.

John W. Cox,
Jr.
(Age 62)

2003 Director of Galena State Bank since 1998; Attorney
at Law; Partner of Cox & Ward P.C. (1998 -2007);
Sole Practitioner of Cox Law Offices since 2007;
Vice President of External Affairs and General
Counsel for Jo-Carroll Energy since 2007; In-House
Counsel for the City of Galena, Illinois since 2008.

James F. Conlan. Mr. Conlan is a graduate of the University of Iowa College of Law, receiving his JD with Honors in
1988. Upon graduation, Mr. Conlan joined the law firm of Sidley Austin LLP, where he became a partner in 1996,
Vice Chairman of the firm-wide Corporate Reorganization Practice in 2000, member of the Executive Committee in
2005 and Co-Chairman of the firm-wide Corporate Reorganization Practice in 2006. Sidley Austin LLP is one of the
largest law firms in the world.  Mr. Conlan brings to the Board considerable expertise in complex financial
transactions, particularly associated with workout transactions, and the legal implications of those transactions.
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John W. Cox, Jr.  Mr. Cox is a graduate of John Marshall Law School of Chicago, receiving his JD (cum laude) in
1975. Mr. Cox is sole practitioner in Cox Law Offices in Galena, Illinois, and a former Member of the U.S. House of
Representatives from Illinois’ 16th District. During his term in the U.S. Congress, Mr. Cox served on the House
Banking and Finance Committees. Mr. Cox also served as State’s Attorney for Jo Daviess County, Illinois. Currently,
Mr. Cox serves as Vice President of External Affairs and General Counsel for Jo-Carroll Energy and as in-house
counsel for the City of Galena. Mr. Cox has significant knowledge of, and contacts with community leaders in, the
markets we serve in Northern Illinois, Eastern Iowa and Southwestern Wisconsin, as well as working knowledge of
the legal consequences of banking decisions.

Mark C. Falb.  Mr. Falb is a graduate of the University of Iowa and a certified public accountant (inactive). Mr. Falb
was employed in an executive role with the Wm. C. Brown Company Publishers for nearly 20 years until a majority
of the company was sold in 1992. He has served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Westmark Enterprises, a
real estate development company, and Kendall/Hunt Publishing, a publisher of textbooks for both the Pre-K-12th
grade market and higher education market. Mr. Falb brings considerable experience in executive management of
nationally based organizations and in finance and financial accounting and has significant contacts and is considered a
community leader in the Dubuque, Tri-State area that is our primary market.

Thomas L. Flynn.  Mr. Flynn obtained a BA degree in accounting and finance from Loras College and an MBA
degree from the University of Dubuque. Mr. Flynn was elected to the Iowa State Senate in 1994, where he served two
full terms. During his terms as State Senator, he served on various committees, including the Senate Appropriations
Committee; Administration and Regulation Budget Subcommittee; Commerce, Ways and Means Committee; and the
Small Business, Economic Development & Tourism Committee. Mr. Flynn is an owner of a concrete and construction
materials firm with locations in Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin. He also previously served for ten years as an adjunct
faculty member in the business department at Clarke College in Dubuque, Iowa. In addition to expertise in accounting
and finance, Mr. Flynn brings considerable small business expertise, business contacts in our principal market and
skill in governance.

Lynn B. Fuller.  Mr. Fuller graduated from the University of Dubuque and obtained an MBA from the University of
Iowa. He joined Dubuque Bank and Trust in 1971 and remained with the bank until 1976 when he entered an
officer-training program at First National Bank of St. Paul. He has held various executive positions within Heartland
and its subsidiaries since his return in 1978. Mr. Fuller has the deepest knowledge and understanding of Heartland,
and the most extensive experience in the banking business, of any director, with not only hands on operational
experience, but with decades of experience in all aspects of commercial banking.

James R. Hill.  Mr. Hill graduated from the University of Western Ontario and obtained an MBA from the York
University. He is president of Hill Companies, LLC, a real estate investment company located in Englewood,
Colorado. Prior to forming Hill Companies, Mr. Hill was an executive officer with Trizec Corporation, Ltd., a leading
Canadian real estate development company.  Mr. Hill is a founding investor and director of Summit Bank & Trust in
Broomfield, Colorado. Mr. Hill has broad experience in real estate development and lending, particularly in one of our
newest geographic markets.

John K. Schmidt.  Mr. Schmidt is a graduate of the University of Northern Iowa and an inactive holder of the certified
public accountant certification. Before joining Dubuque Bank and Trust in 1984, Mr. Schmidt was employed by the
Office of the Comptroller of the Currency and Peat Marwick Mitchell, currently known as KPMG LLP, in Des
Moines, Iowa. He has held various executive positions within Heartland and its subsidiaries. Mr. Schmidt has the
deepest experience in bank financial accounting management of any of our directors, as well as experience with a
federal banking regulator.

All of our directors will hold office for the terms indicated, or until their respective successors are duly elected and
qualified. There are no arrangements or understandings between Heartland and any other person pursuant to which
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any of our directors have been selected for their respective positions. With the exception of Mr. Conlan, who is the
brother-in-law of Mr. Fuller, no member of the Board of Directors is related to any other member of the Board.

CORPORATE GOVERNANCE AND THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Our Board of Directors

There are currently seven members of the Board of Directors of Heartland. Although it is the responsibility of
Heartland’s officers to manage day-to-day operations, the Board oversees our business and monitors the performance
of our management.

Independence. Our Board has determined that each of Messrs. Falb, Cox, Flynn and Hill (57% of our Board members)
are “independent” directors as defined in the rules of the NASDAQ Stock Market and the rules and regulations of the
Securities and Exchange Commission. Mr. Fuller and Mr. Schmidt are not independent because they are executive
officers of Heartland. Because of his familial relationship with an executive officer, our Board determined that Mr.
Conlan is not independent, although it also determined that Mr. Conlan discharges his duties in the manner of an
independent director. In considering the independence of the directors, our Board reviewed questionnaires prepared by
each director, reviewed its own records of transactions with directors and inquired of directors whether they or any
member of their immediate family had engaged in any transaction with us, other than a depositary or lending
transaction made in the ordinary course of business.

Meetings.  Our directors meet on at least a quarterly basis, or as needed at special meetings held from time to time.
During 2009, the Board of Directors held four regular meetings and six special meetings. All directors attended at
least 75% of the total number of meetings of the Board of Directors and committees on which they served in 2009.

The independent directors are offered the opportunity at each meeting of the Board of Directors to meet without
Messrs. Fuller, Schmidt and Conlan in attendance. During 2009, the independent directors met in such capacity two
times. At the request of the independent directors, Mr. Conlan attended both meetings. Each of our Audit/Corporate
Governance Committee and our Compensation/Nominating Committee consists solely of independent directors and
these committees also meet in conjunction with most regular Board meetings.

It is Heartland’s policy that all directors be in attendance at annual meetings unless excused by the Chairman of the
Board. In 2009, all seven of our directors attended the annual meeting in person.

Board Leadership.  Under our bylaws, the Chairman of the Board presides at meetings of the Board at which he is in
attendance. Mr. Fuller, our Chief Executive Officer, has been Chairman of our Board of Directors since 2000. Mr.
Fuller, as the director with the most knowledge of banking operations and of Heartland’s business, is the director most
capable of leading discussions on important matters affecting Heartland, including formulation and implementation of
corporate strategy.  Further, our Board believes that Mr. Fuller’s role as Chairman creates a firm link with management
and a clear indication of management authority, and causes the Board to function more effectively and efficiently. Our
Board believes that our performance over Mr. Fuller’s tenure, including during the recession of the past two years,
reflect the effectiveness of his leadership and his goal of advancing Heartland’s interests over his personal gain.

Although Mr. Falb, the Chairman of both our Audit/Corporate Governance Committee and our
Compensation/Nominating Committee, has not been formally designated as the “lead director,” he chairs and assists in
setting the agenda for executive sessions of the Board, as well as regularly interacts with Mr. Fuller to convey
concerns of the directors and to assist with the full agenda for Board meetings.
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Risk Management.  Heartland has historically delegated some portion of the risk management function for traditional
bank products to its subsidiary banks, and the role of management of Heartland has traditionally been to oversee and
audit this function and to manage risk on an enterprise-wide basis for assets and liabilities, such as securities, bank
borrowings and interbank transactions, that it offers on an enterprise-wide basis. More recently, Heartland has taken a
more active role in managing risk for traditional lending products and depository products on an enterprise basis and
has established a risk management function at Heartland, as well as a senior risk officer responsible for risk
management.

While Heartland believes that risk management is the responsibility of every employee, the management of each
subsidiary bank is accountable to both the bank’s Board, and to management of Heartland for risk management, and
Heartland’s senior management is ultimately accountable to the Board of Directors and Heartland’s stockholders. The
Heartland Board of Directors oversees planning and responding to risks arising from changing business conditions or
the initiation of new activities or products. The Heartland Board of Directors also is responsible for overseeing
compliance with laws and regulations, responding to recommendations from auditors and supervisory authorities, and
overseeing management’s conformance with internal policies and controls addressing the operations and risks of
significant activities. The Board of Directors receives periodic reviews of Heartland’s risk management programs and
approves risk oversight and controls based upon reporting from management. The Compensation/Nominating
Committee identifies, reviews and oversees risk created by Heartland’s executive benefit programs and employee
compensation plans.

Management of Heartland has direct oversight and involvement in risk management via reporting and regular
cross-functional communications. This is primarily accomplished through a committee structure in which individual
committees comprised of Heartland management personnel are assigned primary responsibility for monitoring and
managing a particular type of risk associated with Heartland’s operations, including credit risk, liquidity risk, market
risk, operational risk, reputational risk, compliance risk and business strategy risk. Typically, the chair of each
committee will be the member of management primarily responsible for managing the committee’s assigned category
of risk. The individual committee provides oversight and ensures objectivity. The committees also approve primary
policies, set risk limits and tolerances, and monitor results. The Board believes that this committee structure enables
management to assess all risk types with a more holistic perspective and manage and monitor the most material risks
as close as reasonably possible to the level where functional decisions are made.

Committees of the Board

Audit/Corporate Governance Committee. Currently, the members of the Audit/Corporate Governance Committee are
Messrs. Falb, Cox, Flynn and Hill, each of whom is an “independent” director under the listing standards of the Nasdaq
Stock Market and the rules and regulations of the SEC. The Board of Directors has determined that each member of
the Audit/Corporate Governance Committee qualifies as, and should be named as, an “audit committee financial expert”
as set forth in the rules and regulations of the Securities and Exchange Commission. The Board based this decision on
the educational background and experience of Mr. Falb and Mr. Flynn in financial accounting, of Mr. Hill in business
administration and of Mr. Cox in law, and the experience of each of these committee members as executive officers of
other companies and other relevant experience using and analyzing financial statements.

The Audit/Corporate Governance Committee charter can be found under the investor relations section of our website,
www.htlf.com. The primary duties and functions of the Audit/Corporate Governance Committee are to:

• monitor the integrity of the financial reporting process and systems of internal controls regarding finance,
accounting and legal compliance;

• retain, oversee, review and terminate our independent registered public accounting firm and pre-approve all
services performed by the independent registered public accounting firm;

• provide an avenue of communication among the independent registered public accounting firm,
management, the internal audit function and the Board of Directors;
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• encourage adherence to, and continuous improvement of, our policies, procedures and practices at all levels;
• review areas of potential significant financial risk; and
• monitor compliance with legal and regulatory requirements and establish appropriate corporate governance
policies for Heartland.

       The Audit/Corporate Governance Committee’s duties and functions are set forth in more detail in its charter.

Mr. Falb has served as Chairman of the Audit/Corporate Governance Committee since 2001. During 2009, the
Audit/Corporate Governance Committee met five times. To promote independence of the audit function, the
Audit/Corporate Governance Committee consults both separately and jointly with our independent registered public
accounting firm, internal auditors and management.

The report of the Audit/Corporate Governance Committee is contained on page 28 of this proxy statement and the
processes used by the Audit/Corporate Governance Committee to approve audit and nonaudit services are described
on page 28 of this proxy statement under the caption “Relationship With Independent Registered Public Accounting
Firm--Audit/Corporate Governance Committee Pre-Approval Policy.”

Compensation/Nominating Committee.  The Compensation/Nominating Committee currently consists of Messrs.
Falb, Cox, Flynn and Hill, each of whom is an “independent” director as defined by listing requirements of the Nasdaq
Stock Market, an “outside” director pursuant to Section 162(m) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, and
a “non employee” director under Section 16 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934. Mr. Falb has served as Chairman of
the Compensation/Nominating Committee since 2001.

The charter of the Compensation/Nominating Committee can be found under the investor relations section of our
website, www.htlf.com. The primary duties and functions of the Compensation/Nominating Committee are to:

• discharge the responsibilities of the Board of Directors relating to the compensation of our executive
officers;

• evaluate and make recommendations to the Board of Directors relating to the compensation of individuals
serving as directors;

• direct the creation of and approve the annual compensation discussion and analysis on executive
compensation for inclusion in our proxy statement in accordance with all applicable rules and regulations;

• identify individuals qualified to become members of the Board of Directors and select such individuals as
director nominees for the next annual meeting of stockholders; and

▪ discharge the responsibilities assigned to it under the TARP Capital Purchase Program of the United States
Department of the Treasury (as described more fully below).

       The Compensation/Nominating Committee meets as often as necessary to evaluate the performance of the named
executive officers, to determine salaries and bonuses for the coming year and to consider and approve any grants
under incentive compensation programs. The Compensation/Nominating Committee also meets at least twice a year
with the senior risk officers of Heartland to discuss and review executive compensation programs to ensure
performance of the risk assessment discussed in the Compensation Discussion and Analysis section of this proxy
statement. The Compensation/Nominating Committee held five meetings in 2009.

The Compensation/Nominating Committee’s duties and functions are set forth in more detail in its charter. The process
used by the committee in evaluating and determining executive compensation is described under the caption
“Executive Officers and Directors Compensation--Compensation Discussion and Analysis” on pages 13 to 24 of this
proxy statement and the report of the Compensation/Nominating Committee is contained on pages 25 and 26 of this
proxy statement.

Director Nominations and Qualifications
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In carrying out its nominating function, the Compensation/Nominating Committee evaluates all potential nominees for
election, including incumbent directors, Board nominees and stockholder nominees, in the same manner. We are not
currently seeking new candidates to serve on the Board and we did not receive any stockholder nominations for the
2010 annual meeting.  The Compensation/Nominating Committee believes that, at a minimum, potential directors
should have the highest personal and professional ethics, integrity and values, a sufficient educational and professional
background that enables them to understand our business, exemplary management and communications skills,
demonstrated leadership skills, sound judgment in his or her professional and personal life, a strong sense of service to
the communities which we serve and an ability to meet the standards and duties set forth in our code of conduct.
Additionally, no nominee can be eligible for election or re-election as a director if, at the time of such election, such
person is 70 or more years of age. Each nominee must also be willing to devote sufficient time to carrying out his or
her Board duties and responsibilities effectively. Although our Compensation/Nominating Committee considers
diversity, including diversity of experience, gender and ethnicity, in nominations, it does not have a formal diversity
policy.

The Compensation/Nominating Committee also evaluates potential nominees to determine if they have any conflicts
of interest that may interfere with their ability to serve as effective Board members and whether they are “independent”
in accordance with Nasdaq Stock Market requirements (to ensure that at least a majority of the directors will, at all
times, be independent). In the past, the Compensation/Nominating Committee has not retained any third party to assist
it in identifying candidates, but it has the authority to retain a third-party firm or professional for the purpose of
identifying candidates.

Stockholder Communications with the Board, Nomination and Proposal Procedures

General Communications with the Board.  As set forth on our website, www.htlf.com, our Board of Directors can be
contacted through Heartland’s corporate headquarters at 1398 Central Avenue, P.O. Box 778, Dubuque, Iowa
52004-0778, Attn: Lois K. Pearce, or by telephone at Heartland’s administrative offices at  (563) 589-2100. Each
communication will be forwarded to the Board or the specific directors identified in the communication as soon as
reasonably possible.

Nominations of Directors.  In order for a stockholder nominee to be considered by the Compensation/Nominating
Committee as a nominee and included in our proxy statement, the nominating stockholder must file a written notice of
the proposed director nomination with our corporate secretary, at the above address, at least 120 days prior to the
anniversary of the date the previous year’s proxy statement was mailed to stockholders. Nominations must include the
full name and address of the proposed nominee and a brief description of the proposed nominee’s business experience
for at least the previous five years. All submissions must be accompanied by the written consent of the proposed
nominee to be named as a nominee and to serve as a director if elected. The Compensation/Nominating Committee
may request additional information in order to make a determination as to whether to nominate the person for director.

In accordance with our bylaws, a stockholder may otherwise nominate a director for election at an annual meeting of
stockholders by delivering written notice of the nomination to our corporate secretary, at the above address, not less
than 30 days nor more than 75 days prior to the date of the annual meeting. The stockholder’s notice of intention to
nominate a director must include (i) the name and address of record of the stockholder who intends to make the
nomination; (ii) a representation that the stockholder is a holder of record of shares of the corporation entitled to vote
at such meeting and intends to appear in person or by proxy at the meeting to nominate the person or persons specified
in the notice; (iii) the name, age, business and residence addresses, and principal occupation or employment of each
nominee; (iv) a description of all arrangements or understandings between the stockholder and each nominee and any
other person or persons (naming such person or person) pursuant to which the nomination or nominations are to be
made by the stockholder; (v) such other information regarding each nominee proposed by such stockholder as would
be required to be included in a proxy statement filed pursuant to the proxy rules of the Securities and Exchange
Commission, as then in effect; and (vi) the consent of each nominee to serve as a director of the corporation if so
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elected. We may request additional information after receiving the notification for the purpose of determining the
proposed nominee’s eligibility to serve as a director. Persons nominated for election to the Board pursuant to this
paragraph will not be included in our proxy statement.

Other Stockholder Proposals. To be considered for inclusion in our proxy statement and form of proxy for our 2011
annual meeting of stockholders, stockholder proposals must be received by our corporate secretary, at the above
address, no later than December 8, 2010, and must otherwise comply with the notice and other provisions of our
bylaws, as well as Securities and Exchange Commission rules and regulations.

For proposals to be otherwise brought by a stockholder and voted upon at an annual meeting, the stockholder must file
written notice of the proposal to our corporate secretary not less than 30 or more than 75 days prior to the scheduled
date of the annual meeting.

Code of Business Conduct and Ethics

We have adopted a code of business conduct and ethics that applies to all of our directors and employees. The code
sets forth the standard of ethics that we expect all of our directors and employees to follow, including our Chief
Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer. The code is posted on our website, www.htlf.com. We intend to satisfy
the disclosure requirements under Item 5.05 of Form 8-K regarding any amendment to or waiver of the code with
respect to our Chief Executive Officer and Chief Financial Officer, and persons performing similar functions, by
posting such information on our website.

Director Compensation

Our Board of Directors believes that any compensation received by a non-employee director should be tied directly to
the success of Heartland and, by extension, the success of all Heartland stockholders. Beginning in 2008,
non-employee directors have been compensated for service on the Heartland Board of Directors solely by issuance of
shares of restricted stock granted under the 2005 Long-Term Incentive Plan in an amount determined by the
committee at its annual meeting. Such shares are awarded as of the date of the annual meeting and vest on the earlier
of the one year anniversary of grant or the date of the next annual meeting. In the event a director leaves the Board for
any reason prior to any vesting date (other than due to death or disability), the committee retains sole discretion to
determine the disposition of the unvested shares. In the event of the death or disability of the director, the shares vest.

Each of Messrs. Cox, Flynn and Hill received 1,000 shares of our common stock on May 20, 2009, as their sole
compensation for service as directors of Heartland during 2009. Mr. Conlan, who unlike the independent directors,
does not serve on our two committees, received 900 shares, and Mr. Falb, who chairs both committees received 1,100
shares. Mr. Fuller and Mr. Schmidt, who are officers, do not receive any compensation for serving on the Board of
Heartland or any of its subsidiary banks. Messrs. Conlan, Cox, Flynn and Hill also serve on the Board of one of our
subsidiary banks and receive cash compensation for such service.
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