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Item 7. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(c) Exhibits.

(99) Ecolab Inc. News Release dated January 23, 2003.

Item 9. Regulation FD Disclosure.

On January 23, 2003, Ecolab Inc. ( Ecolab ) announced preliminary results, which are expected to exceed its previously announced range, for the
fourth quarter and full year period ended December 31, 2002. Diluted net income per share for the fourth quarter and full year are expected to
be $0.39 and $1.60 ($0.45 and $1.84 on a pro forma diluted earnings per share basis), respectively.

In addition, Ecolab said diluted net income per share estimates of $2.05 for the full year 2003 appear achievable.

A copy of the News Release issued by Ecolab in connection with this Item 9 is attached as Exhibit (99) and incorporated by reference herein.

SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

ECOLAB INC.

By: /s/Timothy P. Dordell
Timothy P. Dordell
Assistant Secretary
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EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit No. Description Method Of Filing

99) Ecolab Inc. News Release dated January 23, 2003. Filed herewith electronically.




