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ITEM 5.    OTHER EVENTS.

           On July 27, 2004, John L. Thornton resigned as a member of The
DIRECTV Group, Inc.'s board of directors. The board has not yet appointed a new
member to fill the vacancy created by Mr. Thornton's resignation.
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                                    SIGNATURE

           Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
as amended, the registrant has duly caused this Report to be signed on its
behalf by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

                                       The DIRECTV Group, Inc.

Date:    July 27, 2004                 By:  /s/    Larry D. Hunter
                                           -------------------------------------
                                           Name:   Larry D. Hunter
                                           Title:  Executive Vice President,
                                                   General Counsel and Secretary
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